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the Andalucians, who were preparing another expedition of
thirty sail. They did not do this, however, with necessary dili-
gence, as they were hindered by the novelty of the enterprise,
and they did not reckon on more support from King Don
Fernando than his consent.
On the contrary, the Portuguese, spurred on by the accus-
tomed profits, kept registers of crews and merchandise, and
weighed anchor with the greatest speed in search of the first
pickings of the gold1. They expected less from the negotiation
of the trade in pepper and the traffic in slaves, and this appeared
to them more difficult. In the meantime, our men equipped
themselves rather for an encounter with the Portuguese than for
an exchange of goods.
90, PALENCLA'S ACCOUNT OF THE PREPARATION OF THE EX-
PEDITION OF CARLOS DE VALERA. 1476*.
... The King of Portugal was accustomed to take abundant
riches, though never honourable, from the maritime expeditions
sent to the east and west coasts, besides that which he annually
despatched to Guinea; and the proceeds thereof entered the
royal treasury. Because arrogance and pride so excessive as to
border on madness, founded on the abundance of gold brought
by the voyages to the south, was added to the injuries inflicted
by the Portuguese on the Castilian kings, King Don Fernando
desired to avenge past insults and to make head against the
expeditions then being prepared. He was aware that the numer-
ous fleet, assembled in Lisbon waters, and destined according
to custom for Guinea, under the command of the Portuguese
Fernan Gomez, was intended to embark a cargo of gold. As he
was without facilities for preparing, on our side, another fleet
with an Andalucian crew, command was given to us, doctor
1 *67? busca de las primicias del oro.' The struggle for trade on the Mina
coast involved a race for markets. Each year only a limited quantity of gold
was available on the coast. The native merchants from the interior brought
the gold dust down to the coast, and the first trading fleet to reach Mina
generally reaped the full harvest. Ships, coming afterwards and late, often
found that little gold remained for sale. Fernao Gomes intended that his
ships should reach Mina before the Castilians.
3 Palencia, dec, m, bk, a6, ch. 5, Extract, translated.